1884+ 1914
Momes?

9F KaNsH>

May 27, 2026

Dear Kansas Department of Commerce Opportunity Zones Review Committee:

On behalf of Central Christian College of Kansas, | am pleased to offer strong support for the proposed designation of
Census Tract 788600, the “McPherson Economic Opportunity Corridor,” as a federal Opportunity Zone.

As a longstanding educational and community partner in McPherson, our institution is deeply invested in the continued
vitality and growth of this region. Through our educational mission, workforce development efforts, and partnerships
with regional employers and community organizations, we are preparing personnel who will contribute to the future
economic strength of this region. We are confident that this designation would provide an important catalyst for
continued growth across housing, infrastructure, manufacturing, workforce development, and commercial investment.

The proposed corridor aligns directly with several strategic initiatives currently underway at the College, most notably
the development of the Bradbury School of Manufacturing & Innovation (BSMI) and the Manufacturing Education Center
of Kansas (MECH Center). Through these initiatives, the College is actively partnering with the McPherson Industrial
Development Company and local industry, building educational and workforce pathways designed to support the
advanced manufacturing economy that defines much of central Kansas. These efforts include partnerships with regional
manufacturers, local school districts, workforce organizations, and community stakeholders to strengthen technical
education, credential attainment, and workforce readiness throughout the region.

The proposed Opportunity Zone designation would significantly strengthen the region’s ability to attract investment
connected to these broader workforce and economic-development goals. In particular, we believe the designation could
help accelerate projects related to workforce housing, mixed-use redevelopment, industrial support infrastructure, and
commercial expansion—all of which are essential to sustaining long-term manufacturing and economic growth within
McPherson County.

Importantly, the Opportunity Zone designation would reinforce the substantial momentum already occurring across the
corridor through industrial expansion, educational investment, workforce development, and collaborative regional
planning. McPherson is uniquely positioned to leverage this designation in ways that create meaningful and lasting
benefit for employers, students, families, and the broader community.

We are grateful for the leadership and collaboration demonstrated by MIDC and regional partners, and we strongly
support the nomination of the McPherson Economic Opportunity Corridor for federal Opportunity Zone designation.
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