
 

 

May 28, 2026 

 

Kansas Department of Commerce 

Opportunity Zone 2.0 Program 

 

To Whom It May Concern, 

 

As Mayor of the City of McPherson, I strongly support the designation of Census Tract 

788600 as an Opportunity Zone 2.0 and believe it represents a highly competitive, investment-

ready candidate. McPherson offers a unique combination of infrastructure readiness, economic 

stability, and immediate development opportunity. The corridor is fully served by municipal 

utilities, broadband, water, wastewater, and natural gas systems, with direct access to Interstate 

135 and regional freight routes. These assets significantly reduce development risk and position 

the area for near-term private investment. Supported by a diversified advanced manufacturing 

base and strong workforce partnerships, McPherson is well-positioned to support high-impact 

projects including workforce housing, mixed-use redevelopment, and industrial expansion. 

McPherson has demonstrated its ability to execute through sustained investment in 

housing, infrastructure, and business growth. At the same time, financing gaps continue to limit 

the pace of key projects, particularly in housing and commercial redevelopment. Opportunity 

Zone designation would directly address these gaps by enabling private capital to accelerate 

projects that are already viable and aligned with community priorities. With engaged leadership, 

capable economic development partners, and a clear strategy to promote and support investment, 

McPherson is prepared to fully leverage Opportunity Zone designation to deliver measurable and 

lasting economic impact. 

 

Respectfully, 

/s/ James S. Loving 

 

Jim Loving 

Mayor, City of McPherson 


