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Kansas Department of Commerce
Opportunity Zones Program Review Committee
Topeka, Kansas

RE: Letter of Support for Census Tract 788600 — McPherson Economic Opportunity Corridor
Dear Members of the Review Committee,

On behalf of the McPherson Board of Public Utilities (BPU), | am pleased to offer our strong
support for the nomination of Census Tract 788600, the proposed “McPherson Economic
Opportunity Corridor,” for federal Opportunity Zone designation.

As the community-owned electric and water utility provider for McPherson, BPU has played

a direct role in supporting the significant industrial, residential, educational, and commercial
growth occurring within and surrounding this corridor. Even without a previous Opportunity
Zone designation, this area has experienced substantial organic investment due to its strong
infrastructure, utility reliability, strategic location, and long-term community planning.

BPU has continued investing in electric, water, and infrastructure capacity to support future
development and economic growth throughout the corridor. We believe Opportunity Zone
designation would help accelerate additional catalytic projects including workforce housing,
mixed-use redevelopment, commercial growth, educational expansion, and industrial
investment opportunities that align with McPherson’'s long-term vision.

The continued momentum associated with industrial expansion, housing development, and
transformational investment tied to McPherson College further reinforces the strong growth
potential within this census tract. The Opportunity Zone designation would help McPherson
to better leverage private investment opportunities that support both economic
competitiveness and quality of life.

We strongly encourage the State of Kansas to support the nomination of Census Tract
788600 for Opportunity Zone designation and appreciate your consideration.
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