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                McPherson College Capital Program

The following, McPherson College, capital projects represent anchor investments that will generate sustained demand for 
housing, commercial, and mixed-use development within the corridor.

New Student Housing. A two-phase, 172,000 square foot student housing project beginning August 2026 will add 432 
on-campus beds at an estimated total cost of $54 million, with Phase 1 delivery targeted for August 2027, creating 
immediate demand for supporting retail, dining, and commercial services within the corridor.

Templeton Hall Remodel and Expansion. A complete remodel and expansion of Templeton Hall, home to the college's 
nationally recognized automotive restoration program, will begin fall 2026, with the 72,000 square foot project 
estimated at $19.67M million and representing a direct investment in the program that anchors McPherson College's 
enrollment growth and donor momentum.

Hoffman Building Engineering Expansion. Beginning fall 2026, a 25,000 square foot two-floor remodel of the Hoffman 
Building will create dedicated engineering labs, classrooms, and faculty offices at an estimated cost of $19.33 million, 
expanding academic capacity in a field with direct workforce pipeline value for the corridor's advanced manufacturing 
base.

New Facilities Maintenance Building. A 14,000 square foot maintenance and security operations building planned for 
January 2027 completion at an estimated cost of $1.1 million will support the campus infrastructure needed to sustain 
the college's broader capital investment program.
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Midtown Mixed-Use Redevelopment. USD 418's $80+ million bond-funded facilities plan is freeing school-district-owned 
properties in a downtown-adjacent corridor, creating a rare urban infill opportunity in a supply-constrained market. The 
development case includes a hotel, apartments, and mixed-use commercial space serving employer visitors, college 
populations, young professionals, and downsizing seniors ,with direct spillover to Main Street retail and dining. Total estimated 
project investment ranges from $15–25 million depending on phasing and hotel flag selection, with site acquisition costs 
substantially reduced by the district's bond-funded facilities transition. Full municipal electric and water infrastructure is 
available through the McPherson Board of Public Utilities, with wastewater, natural gas, and broadband service also available 
in the corridor, eliminating the utility extension costs that typically derail infill projects in smaller markets.

Event and Sports Center. McPherson lacks a venue capable of hosting tournaments, conferences, weddings, and regional 
events, and the demand is documented. A 300+ person event and sports facility near the I-135/US-56 interchange would 
capture that unmet demand while generating compounding hotel, restaurant, and visitor-economy activity at the corridor's 
primary highway gateway. Estimated total project investment is $8–15 million for a purpose-built regional facility with 
tournament, conference, and hospitality infrastructure. Interstate visibility, full municipal utility access, and proximity to 
existing hotel and highway commercial development at the interchange substantially reduce both infrastructure cost and 
market absorption risk.

Shovel-Ready Industrial Sites. McPherson's advanced manufacturing economy, Interstate 135 access, and MIDC recruitment 
infrastructure create strong conditions for industrial expansion, but the market is constrained by a shortage of ready-to-go 
sites. This project advances a priority site to shovel-ready status, positioning the corridor to compete immediately for quality 
business recruitment and expansion projects, with an estimated site preparation and infrastructure investment of $2–5 million 
unlocking follow-on industrial tenant facility investments of $20–50 million or more. Existing municipal electric and water 
infrastructure through the McPherson Board of Public Utilities and direct I-135 access are already in place, meaning investment 
goes to preparation and certification rather than infrastructure extension.

Gildersleeve Redevelopment Opportunity (Former Chemstar Facility). The former Chemstar property and surrounding vacant 
structures along Gildersleeve Drive represent a flexible redevelopment opportunity positioned for commercial, industrial, 
mixed-use, logistics, entrepreneurial, or adaptive reuse investment. Estimated redevelopment potential ranges from $5–15 
million depending on end use, with existing infrastructure, utility access, and proximity to Interstate 135 and regional freight 
corridors significantly reducing redevelopment barriers and site preparation costs.

McPherson Airport Aviation Commercial Expansion. Corporate prospects requiring reliable aviation access routinely eliminate 
markets that cannot provide it, and McPherson's limited hangar capacity is an active recruitment barrier. A business jet hangar 
expansion and aviation maintenance services facility, supported by recently upgraded FAA-funded airfield infrastructure, would 
close that gap, create aviation-sector employment, and unlock follow-on recruitment of aviation-adjacent manufacturing, 
logistics, and corporate operations. Estimated total project investment is $3–6 million for business hangar expansion and 
associated aviation maintenance support commercial development, with recently completed FAA-funded airfield electrical 
upgrades providing the infrastructure foundation at substantially reduced cost and timeline.

Interstate Hospitality and Full -Service Restaurant Development. McPherson's primary Interstate 135 gateway continues to 
experience growing hotel occupancy, business travel, and visitor activity tied to advanced manufacturing, tourism, and regional 
events, yet demand remains underserved for additional full-service dining and hospitality amenities. A shovel-ready restaurant 
and commercial hospitality site adjacent to existing hotels and highway commercial activity presents an estimated $3–8 million 
investment opportunity with immediate interstate visibility, strong traffic counts, and municipal electric and water 
infrastructure already in place through the McPherson Board of Public Utilities, with the site fully served for development.
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