5/26/26

To whom it may concern,

My name is Cody Rierson. I am currently the superintendent for USD 423 in
Moundridge, KS. This is a small town of about 2,000 people just south of McPherson, but still
in McPherson County. Starting July 1, 2026, I will become the Superintendent of Schools for
McPherson USD 418. Although this is the first time [ will be serving as superintendent, I grew
up in McPherson, attending elementary school, middle school, and graduating from McPherson
High School in 2001. Furthermore, I have been a coach, teacher, and principal for McPherson
USD 418. T also live in the country, north east of the town of McPherson. So I understand the

importance of this grant to the communities of McPherson and Moundridge.

There’s no question a correlation between investment, growth, and development and
student and school success. I can speak from experience because we experienced a 23% student
population increase during my five years at Moundridge USD 423. This made budgeting,
collaboration, and growth much easier to obtain. This is why I would like to offer my support
for the nomination of MIDC and McPherson as a Census Tract 788600, the proposed
“McPherson Economic Opportunity Corridor,” for federal Opportunity Zone designation through
the state of Kansas. What makes a Kansas school district successful is the collaborative
relationship with the parents, patrons, the community, including the businesses. This grant
would be directly impactful to business and industry, which in turn will trickle down to all other
aspects, including both school districts I’'m involved in. We are extremely proud of what we
have, and excited to see what the future holds if this designation happens. Please contact me if

you’d like to discuss or if you have more questions 620-755-1081.
Sincerely,

Cody Rierson



