FERGUSON

HOTEL DEVELOPMENT

May 29, 2026
Kansas Department of Commerce

RE: Support for Opportunity Zone Designation - McPherson Economic Opportunity
Corridor (Census Tract 788600)

To Whom It May Concern:

| am pleased to support the nomination of the McPherson Economic Opportunity Corridor
(Census Tract 788600) for Opportunity Zone designation.

As the COO of the Ferguson Hotel Development LLC, | have invested in McPherson
because of its strong economic fundamentals, growing manufacturing base, and
increasing visitor activity. Through these investments, | have seen firsthand the demand for
additional hospitality and dining options within the Interstate 135 corridor.

The City of McPherson intentionally established the I-135 gateway area as part of its
hospitality and tourism development strategy, a vision confirmed by former Mayor Tom
Brown and new Mayor Jim Loving. Today, we continue to seek a full-service restaurant
operator to serve the growing number of business travelers, visitors, and regional event
attendees coming to McPherson.

Opportunity Zone designation would provide an important tool to attract additional private
investment and help advance hospitality, retail, and mixed-use projects that are needed to
support the community's continued growth. McPherson has already demonstrated its
ability to attract significant investment without Opportunity Zone status; this designation
would help accelerate future development and capitalize on the momentum already
underway.

| strongly encourage Kansas to designate the McPherson Economic Opportunity Corridor
as an Opportunity Zone.

Sincerely,
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Jeff Sharp
COO, Ferguson Hotel Development LLC



