
May 26, 2026 

Kansas Department of Commerce 

Opportunity Zones Program Review Committee 

RE: Letter of Support for Opportunity Zone Designation - Census Tract 788600 I McPherson Economic Opportunity 

Corridor 

Dear Members of the Review Committee, 

I am pleased to offer my strong support for the proposed Opportunity Zone designation for Census Tract 788600, 

known locally as the McPherson Economic Opportunity Corridor. 

Having served as Mayor of McPherson for more than 16 years, I had the privilege of working alongside many 

dedicated community leaders, businesses, utilities, educational institutions, and residents to help guide significant 

infrastructure and community investments throughout this corridor. During that time, McPherson made substantial 

long-term investments in streets, utilities, parks, recreation, public facilities, housing growth, downtown 

improvements, and industrial development infrastructure that continue to position the community for future success 

today. 

I also had the opportunity to participate in early national discussions surrounding the original Opportunity Zone 

program. Although McPherson did not qualify for an Opportunity Zone designation during the initial rollout, I was 

personally invited by Senator Jerry Moran to attend an Opportunity Zone seminar at the White House Office Complex 

while serving as Chair of the Regional Economic Area Partnership (REAP). That experience provided valuable insight 

into the intent of the program and the type of transformational investment these designations can help support 

within communities. 

One of the things that makes this request especially compelling is that McPherson achieved much of its growth and 

investment without the benefit of an Opportunity Zone designation. The progress throughout this corridor has been 

intentional, strategic, and community-driven. Strong industrial expansion, infrastructure planning, utility investment, 

educational growth, and quality-of-life improvements have collectively created a corridor exceptionally well­

positioned for additional private investment. 

The proposed designation would help build upon decades of work already completed by providing another important 

tool to encourage redevelopment, housing investment, business expansion, infrastructure enhancement, and long­

term economic growth. It would also strengthen McPherson's competitiveness as communities across the country 

continue working to attract private capital and workforce talent. 

I firmly believe this corridor represents one of the strongest Opportunity Zone candidates in Kansas because of the 

foundation already in place and the collaborative leadership that continues driving the community forward. 

Thank you for your consideration and support of this important opportunity for McPherson. 

Sincerely, 

Thomas A. Brown 

Former Mayor, City of McPherson 

Former Chair, Regional Economic Area Partnership (REAP) 


