
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ May 26, 2026 

To whom it may concern, ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

On behalf of McPherson Main Street, I am proud to offer our full support for the 
designation of Census Tract 788600 as the McPherson Economic Opportunity Corridor 
under Opportunity Zone 2.0. 

As someone who works every day with our downtown businesses, property owners, 
community leaders, and residents, I see firsthand the momentum happening in 
McPherson. We are growing. Businesses are investing. Employers are expanding. 
Families are choosing to live here. There is real energy and excitement about the future 
of our community. 

At the same time, we know that continued growth takes continued investment. 

The Opportunity Zone designation would give McPherson another important tool to 
attract developers, businesses, and investors who might not otherwise consider a rural 
Kansas community. Quite honestly, earning this tract would make our community more 
competitive and more attractive to people who have the resources to invest in long-term 
projects here. 

McPherson has already shown that we are willing to invest in ourselves. We’ve seen 
major improvements in housing, recreation, infrastructure, downtown redevelopment, 
workforce initiatives, and airport improvements over the last several years. We were 
recently awarded the HEAL Grant to create 3 new housing units in an underutilized 
upper-story historic building. New Round of HEAL Funding to Assist 15 Rural 
Communities - Kansas Department of Commerce, Kansas awards more than $1.3 
million in grants to revitalize rural downtowns  From workforce housing projects to 
quality-of-life investments like our parks, splash pad, Downtown Outdoor Community 
Center,  butterfly garden, pickleball complex, and the new biking/walking trail, 
Meadowlark trail, which is a 12.6‑mile rail‑to‑trail along a former Union Pacific railroad 
corridor connecting McPherson and Lindsborg, our community continues to move 
forward in a thoughtful and strategic way. 

https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https://www.kansascommerce.gov/2026/05/new-round-of-heal-funding-to-assist-15-rural-communities/___.YXAzOm1jYnB1OmM6b2ZmaWNlMzY1X2VtYWlsc19hdHRhY2htZW50OjkwNTlkYzk1YWMwYjgzYWRlYjI3NDBjNjJlZjU1ZjU1Ojc6ZTMzMzpjYjc5ODkxYjdkNjcwNTNmZmY4ZTY1YjJkZjZhY2FlOWNmYmNlOGZjODBmNjdjOTBkNTUxMGZmNGNjY2EwYmU4OnA6VDpG
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https://www.kansascommerce.gov/2026/05/new-round-of-heal-funding-to-assist-15-rural-communities/___.YXAzOm1jYnB1OmM6b2ZmaWNlMzY1X2VtYWlsc19hdHRhY2htZW50OjkwNTlkYzk1YWMwYjgzYWRlYjI3NDBjNjJlZjU1ZjU1Ojc6ZTMzMzpjYjc5ODkxYjdkNjcwNTNmZmY4ZTY1YjJkZjZhY2FlOWNmYmNlOGZjODBmNjdjOTBkNTUxMGZmNGNjY2EwYmU4OnA6VDpG
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https://www.citizenjournal.us/kansas-awards-more-than-1-3-million-in-grants-to-revitalize-rural-downtowns/___.YXAzOm1jYnB1OmM6b2ZmaWNlMzY1X2VtYWlsc19hdHRhY2htZW50OjkwNTlkYzk1YWMwYjgzYWRlYjI3NDBjNjJlZjU1ZjU1Ojc6ODAxMzo4NjJmY2QyMjE5NjZjZTRjMjMyNzRmNzYwYWUzZTcxZTkyMGU3ZThlMmMxODAxM2RhNzdlNDE5ZmUwZDZhZWQ5OnA6VDpG
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https://www.citizenjournal.us/kansas-awards-more-than-1-3-million-in-grants-to-revitalize-rural-downtowns/___.YXAzOm1jYnB1OmM6b2ZmaWNlMzY1X2VtYWlsc19hdHRhY2htZW50OjkwNTlkYzk1YWMwYjgzYWRlYjI3NDBjNjJlZjU1ZjU1Ojc6ODAxMzo4NjJmY2QyMjE5NjZjZTRjMjMyNzRmNzYwYWUzZTcxZTkyMGU3ZThlMmMxODAxM2RhNzdlNDE5ZmUwZDZhZWQ5OnA6VDpG


McPherson is a community that works together and takes pride in where we live. I truly 
believe Opportunity Zone designation would help open doors for projects and 
partnerships that can shape the next chapter of growth for our community. 

Thank you for your consideration and support of this important opportunity for 
McPherson. 

 
Johni Doughman 
McPherson Main Street 
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620-241-7430 


