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May 28, 2026

Kansas Department of Commerce
Attn: Opportunity Zone Review Committee

RE: Support for McPherson Opportunity Zone Designation

To the Review Committee,

The McPherson Chamber of Commerce supports the designation of the proposed McPherson tract as an
Opportunity Zone, positioning it for meaningful growth.

We have long served as a collaborative partner in McPherson’s economic momentum. Focusingon a
strong business environment, developing future leaders, and championing entrepreneurship through a
wide range of programs and resources. Since 2011, our eCommunity team has approved 79 gap-financing
loans totaling $3,056,851 directly fueling business expansion, innovation, and job creation across
McPherson County.

The proposed tract is ideally suited for Opportunity Zone investment. Ongoing and planned projects in
housing, industrial growth, and innovation present strong opportunities for investors seeking both financial
returns and lasting community impact. Opportunity Zone designation would support these efforts by
improving project feasibility and attracting investors who value both return and purpose.

Our community has the leadership, partnerships, and investment pipeline necessary to maximize this tool.
This designation will make McPherson’s projects more competitive, more visible, and more compelling to
investors who want to be part of a thriving, future focused community.

We encourage the Kansas Department of Commerce to recognize the strong foundation and significant
potential within this tract.

Sincerely,

Debbie Hawkinson, Executive Director
McPherson Chamber of Commerce
306 N. Main, P.O. Box 616

McPherson, KS 67460
mcphersonchamber.org



