
 
 
May 26, 2026 
 
Kansas Department of Commerce 
C/O Opportunity Zones Program Review Committee 
915 SW Harrison St. STE. 250 
Topeka, KS 66612 
 
Dear Members of the Review Committee, 
 
On behalf of McPherson College, I am pleased to offer our strong support for the proposed 
Opportunity Zone designation for Census Tract 788600, known locally as the McPherson Economic 
Opportunity Corridor. 
 
McPherson has experienced remarkable organic growth and investment over the past decade 
despite never previously having the benefit of an Opportunity Zone designation. Significant public 
and private investments have occurred throughout the community as well as this corridor because 
of the community’s strong industrial base, outstanding utility infrastructure, quality educational 
institutions, and collaborative approach to economic development. We believe an Opportunity 
Zone designation would help accelerate and strategically focus future investment opportunities 
already beginning to emerge within the area. 
 
As an institution invested in the future of McPherson and the region, McPherson College continues 
to expand its educational offerings, campus investments, and community partnerships. We 
recently announced a transformational $1B endowment commitment along with another $596M of 
additional endowment commitments (totaling $1.596B) as part of the largest fundraising campaign 
completed by a small college in the United States. These commitments will support new academic 
programs, increased student enrollment, enhanced workforce development initiatives, and 
additional capital investment. These efforts will further strengthen the economic vitality of 
McPherson and increase demand for housing, services, infrastructure, and private sector 
development throughout the corridor. The proposed Opportunity Zone would complement these 
efforts by helping attract additional private investment into workforce housing, commercial 
redevelopment, entrepreneurial activity, infrastructure improvements, and quality-of-life amenities 
that are increasingly important to sustain long-term economic growth.  
 
Although McPherson and McPherson College have demonstrated an ability to successfully attract 
investment and support growth without the benefit of an Opportunity Zone designation, we believe 
this tool would make future development efforts more achievable and help accelerate 
opportunities already taking shape within the corridor. 
 
Thank you for your consideration and support of this important opportunity for McPherson. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Michael Schneider 
President 


